ARUNDEL PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM
For ML Day School students in grades K-5, and After School program for middle schoolers too!

Starting our 11th season on September 6, 2016
2016-2017 School Year Program Information

Date: 8/10/2016

Hours of Operation: Regular school days from 6:45-8:15am, and from 2:45-5:30pm beginning on the first day of school, which is 9/6/2016 (9/8/2016 for kindergarteners). You can choose the days of the week that you want/need on a weekly basis, as long as you are signed up by Thursday of the week prior to attendance. Children can be dropped off for the Before School program anytime between 6:45-8:15am, and may be picked up from the After School program (by individuals authorized by parents) anytime between 2:45-5:30pm. 

Fees & Registration Info: Individual Daily Rates: Before School: $5 per child per day. After School: $12 per child per day. For your convenience, payment in the form of CHECKS can be accepted by the Rec staff at MLD, but if you need to pay with CASH, we would prefer that you visit the Arundel Town Hall during their business hours (8am-4:30pm M-F).  Rec staff does not keep cash on hand at MLD and cannot make change. Large cash payments for Rec programs may be denied by Rec Staff at MLD.  Please be considerate of our staff and be on time for pick-up no later than 5:30pm.  Late Pick-up fees: $1 per minute after 5:30pm, payable directly to the staff on duty. For staffing & planning purposes, registrations with payment in full are due by midnight on Thursday of the week prior to attendance for online payments, and by 5:30pm with Rec staff at MLD.  Please note Thursday is the final day that we can accept registrations for the upcoming week in order to get our attendance lists finalized, which we share with the school, and get adequate staffing lined up based on attendance expectations. We cannot accept late registrations for any reason. We understand that “life happens,” and encourage you to sign your child up and make your payment prior to Thursday in order to avoid missing the deadline. Days signed up for, but not attended will not be credited or refunded after the Thursday deadline as we plan our staff schedule on a weekly basis, based on the number of children we are expecting each day.  We accept registrations online at http://arundelrec.com (credit/debit card payments only), or in person at the Town Hall or Rec office at MLD.   If you choose to pay in person, please fill out a registration form, which you can get from our staff. It helps us ensure that the children are on the appropriate attendance lists each week. Please send a note to your child’s teacher letting them know which days your child will be attending each week.

Structure of the program: In the morning, BEFORE SCHOOL, we will play in our classroom or the gym at MLD where there is a variety of games, toys, books, and arts & crafts supplies for children to use. If weather permits, we will spend some time on the playground in the mornings as well. Breakfast is not served in our program, but children are welcome to bring their own (no nuts please!) or get breakfast at school at 8:15am. In the hours AFTER SCHOOL, we will provide time to play and a healthy snack directly following school dismissal, then we offer homework time, structured group activities and free-play.  We will be in our classroom from 5:00-5:30pm where games, toys, and arts & crafts supplies are available. 

Mission Statement: The mission of the Arundel Parks & Recreation Department Before & After School program is to provide positive recreation and leisure opportunities, homework support, and high quality supervision for our participants in the hours before and after school, in a safe, fun, and age-appropriate environment. The program will promote positive peer interaction, physical activities, and a healthy after-school snack to maintain good health, along with enriching and creative leisure activities and good homework habits. 

Discipline Policies: Participants are expected to behave appropriately, follow directions and show respect for staff and fellow participants, and school and parks & recreation property. A child’s participation in the program may be subject to expulsion or termination for behavior concerns, depending on the severity of the situation. Bullying, disrespectful, and otherwise inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated.

Sign-in and Sign-out Policy: For the safety of our participants, parents or others approved by parents will be required to come in and sign their children in with our staff in the morning, and sign their children out with our staff at the end of the day.  Our classroom at ML Day School HAS MOVED!  At the start of the 2016-2017 school year, our classroom will be located in the 4th & 5th grade wing, in the first classroom on the left off the back parking lot.  During the Before & After School program hours, parents will be able to enter and exit the school through the door nearest our classroom for dropping off and picking up their children. 
What happens on half-days, no school days, and snow days? The Before & After School program will be open for its normal operating hours on days that school is in session all day. The Before & After School program is unable to operate/will be closed when the school is closed for holidays, or when school is closed due to inclement weather, or other unforeseeable circumstances when school has to be closed. The After-School program is unable to operate/will be closed when RSU #21 closes the building early due to inclement weather. Parents will be notified with a phone call, and our staff will wait with your children until someone can come pick them up. We offer trips for scheduled half-days of school, and no-school days, and during February and April Vacation weeks (additional fees will apply). The Arundel Parks & Recreation Department is closed between Christmas and New Years’ annually. 

Staff Information: We are pleased to announce that Laurie Kimball will be returning for her 6th year as the Coordinator of the Before & After School program. You can reach Laurie via email at recreationstaff@arundelmaine.org or by phone at (207) 205-6724 or 286-9241 during program hours. The 205-6724 number is a cell phone that is carried outside the classroom.  286-9241 is the office line, which cannot be heard if we are not in the classroom.   

Concerns or Questions can be brought to the attention of Laurie, or by contacting Jenn Welch, Director of the Arundel Parks & Recreation Department by email recreationdirector@arundelmaine.org or call (207) 286-9241.

Sincerely,

Jenn Welch
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